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• Business Law matters… 

• Your legal education is truly a sword and shield 

• Careers can be episodic, your legal education is 

always there for you.  (not just saying that 

because my parents are sitting in the room) 

• The best Venture investors, product managers, 

CEO, COOs, and Sales leaders are lawyers

MY tl;dr
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• Grew up in Vancouver.  

• Went to McGill and UBC Law 

• Summer’d at NY Boutique firm and 

Articled at Faskens in Toronto then 

peace out law… or i thought ;-) 

• Started my first tech company in 

Toronto. Livestub. 2008.   

• Left Toronto after company wound 

down for NYC.

MY story
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• Been doing the startup hustle in NYC 

since then….. Media,  Software as a 

Service (SAAS), On-Demand, 

Marketplaces, Hardware, VR.  

• Advise Early Stage Cos and VC’s in my 

spare time



ANY questions?
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livestub
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• I was thrusted into becoming an expert 

on US and Canadian Anti-trust law. Was 

witness for both US DOJ, and Canadian 

Comp Bureau.  Threw my 145 pounds 

against deal. The deal went thru… 

• 2009 economic crisis. We couldnt raise 

a new round of funding…  closed down 

shop 

MY FIRST CO…

• Raised money from the lead angel 

investor in Skype, Morten Lund. 

European.  

• Yay! In the press CNBC, ESPN, 

Billboard, SI, AP, USA Today, National 

Post, WSJ…. 

• Then - Our lead investor declares 

bankruptcy, and Ticketmaster/ Live 

Nation Ticketmaster merger. 



questions?
IT FELT LIKE A LIFETIME AGO….
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6 years in nyc
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• And lots of small moments that has 

made for a colourful journey.. 

• And a life partner! 

• Note: Everything i share today is 

confidential, and intended to be 

illustrative.  

• Raised $45mm in venture funding for 

my co’s 

• Hired 100s of people (and sadly fired 

and layed off a few too many…) 

• Launched new cities, new markets, 

products, and cos.  

• A couple missed M&A opportunities 

• Lots of wallpaper and deadpools
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my first job
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• Howcast - Largest creator and distributor of 

instructional video content (Youtube) online..  

• Founded by google and youtube execs 

• I led our distribution with third party sites and 

syndication efforts w content creators (my 

boss was former head of yt partnerships) 

• Broke into a re-emerging ny tech scene 

(silicon alley)

IN NYC
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Sailthru
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• First business person hired. Ran BD and Corp 

dev. Was the youngest exec on management 

• Multiple rounds of funding and acquisitions of 

cos. 

• Fastest growing SAAS company in NYC.  

• Went from $100k MRR to $2MM MRR in 2 

years 
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kitchensurfing
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• Hot co. no pun intended. Lots of 

fanfare. $20mm raised from top vcs. 

I was brought in my investors  

• Launched in 8 cities 

• Served as COO

• Visionary idea, but not a real 

business 

• Had to run co thru fast scale up and 

then multiple rounds of layoffs (Up 

in the Air movie in real life)
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nucleus
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• Emerging Story.  

• Hardware. Manufacturing in Taiwan (Foxconn). 

Investors includes strategics like Foxconn and 

Amazon and early stage venture capital firms 

(VC’s) 

• Team is filled with vets and grey hairs… 

• $Xmm in retail purchase orders from Lowes 

and Amazon for launch (7 weeks ago)
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Venture

Capital 
financing
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WHAT IS IT?  
High growth private financing. 

WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU TAKE IT? 

Investors provide $, and 
become investors with terms. 

Common terms have investors 
taking 25-30 % of co. Obtaining 

preferred shares. 
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what

are

stock

options?
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ANSWER: 
When an employee starts working 

at a co they are given by an opp 
buy stock in the company at a price 

Common terms: 4 year vesting 
schedule (you dont get the shares 

at once, but takes time to earn)
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Employment 
Matters
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IN NY, EMPLOYEES ARE 
HIRED AT WILL. 
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Cap tables 
and more..
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cap

tables
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The “cap table” that most people think of is merely 
a representation of all the transactions that have 

taken place since the company’s inception. 

a cap table is made up of many transactions and 
legal documents – stock issuances, sales, 

transfers, cancellations, conversions of debt to 
equity, and exercises of options to name a few….
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What’s on 
my mind this am?

17

Forecasts and Manufacturing liability
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